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DrKathleenKovnerKlinediscussesfindingsfromtheCommissiononChildrenatRiskreport,Hardwired
toConned:theNewScientificCaseforAuthoritativeCommunities,duringaforumheldatBnarwood
PresbyterianChurchinJacksonTuesday.
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Study urges stronger commiiriity connections
C

By Jean Gordon
j1n30rdon@ciarta1fed9cf.com

When Jane Taylor thinks
about whyit's important to nur
ture the nation's children, she
recalls a sign she saw in a Texas
classroom that read,. *1Kids are
25percentofourpopulation,
but thejr're 100 percent of ovu*
future." .

"TTiese are going to be the
peoplerunningour country,"
said Tkylor, executive director
of the SouthwestYMCAin
Jackson.

Alongwith some 50 metro-
area youth serwce providers,
Taylor took part in an all-day
forum Tuesday at Jackson's Bri-
arwood Presbyterian Church to
discuss strategies to help chil
dren growup to be productive
adults.
. Hieforum presentedfind-
ingsfromthe study.Hardwired
to Comjecfc TbeNewScientiGc
CaseforAuthoritative Commu
nities, sponsored by Darmouth
Medical School, theYMCAof
the USA and the Institute for
AmericanValues. The report
documents a "crisis ofAmeri
can childhood" brought on by
thebreakdown offarces and
communitynetworks.

"Alot ofpeople don't recog
nize how big the problem is,"
saidDr. KatiileenKovner
Inline,the study's principal
investigator. "Tliey don't know
how much communityconnect
edness has deteriorated."

Integrating sociologicalevi
dence with the science of infant
attachment and adolescent
brain devdopment, the report
argues childrenare "hard
wired" to seek close connec
tions to other people for moral
and spiritual development.

The Commission on Chil
dren atRisk— made up ofa
panel of33leading cMdren's
doctors, neuroscientists,
research schqlars and youth
serviceprofessionals—pre
pared the study.

or cm
Itreallydegantly looksat

the relationship between
nature and nurture," Kline
said,explainingthe reportcon
sidered how cMdren's behavior
i^ affectedboth bytheirW
chemistryand environment.

Topromotepositiveyouth
development, ^e Commission
proposes tiiat femilyand sodal
institutions surround diildren
"witha ridily nurturing envi
ronment from birth throu^
adolescence" to promote
healthyphysical, emotional,
moral andspiritualdevdop
ment.

Called "authoritative com
munities," Kline said sudi insti

tutions indude schools, youth
oiganizations, childcarecen
ters and religious congrega
tions.

"Ifs the scaffolding," she
said. "It's a tiiick netwoA of
adultschildrencangrowup and
coimt onto^ve themsimflar,
complementarymessages
aboutwhat it means to be a
good person."

Institute ofAmericanValues

founder and presidentDavid
Blank^om—aJackson
native—said tiie study is one
of the first that uses sdentMc
and social sdence data to
undo^core the importanceof
moralandspiritualdevdop
ment

"It's based on sdentificevi
dence but not on a particular
religious point ofview,"
Blankenhomsaid. "It says
we'remorallyand spiritually
thhstybein^."

Basedin NewYork Cily, the
Institute of American Values is
a nonpartisan think tank focus-

complementarymessages
aboutwhat it means to be a
goodperson."

Institute of American Values

ing oin diildren, families andsoci-

;nhom, who grew up
idingJackson's Fondren Pres-

Church, said the study
the range of religiousand

.traditions in America's
ticlandscape.

[ther than advocating partic-
dth bdiefs,Blankeidiom
3tesodetypay more atten-
the "spiritual and moral

iopmentofchildren."
iesda/s forum wasoneofa

seri^ ofsimilar events to be held
:(aghout the countryover the

nealp^ear, saidKatieFerrier, ofthe
YMq^bftheUSA.

leJackson gatheringwas the
first kep toward helpingstrength
en the metro-area's "autiioritative.

auiUties,"said Pamela Sultan
ofVMCA Metropolitan Jackson.

lepurpose is to bring atten
tion tb the need to be coimected to

Iojur community ifwe're
J totakecare ofourchildren

at rilk" Sultansaid.
ICAMetropolitan Jackson
3red the forum with Fbn-

sbyterianChurdi, WLBT-
^d TheQarioa-Ledger.

tgettingthe wholecommu-
1&e same page isgomgto

[s^dTayloroftheSouthwest
.which runs a diild care
Ifor 275children,80 per-

fwhomcome from low
!families. "To change a per-

ior or habits, ifs going
)theschools, drakes,duld

care<ienters andthe families."


