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B THE

Study urges stronger comn

‘Crisis of ¢

By Jean Gordon
jmgerdon@clariontedger.com

‘When Jane Taylor thinks
about why it's important to nur-
ture the nation’s children, she
recalls a sign she saw in a Texas
classroom that read, “Kids are
25 percent of our population,
but they’re 100 percent of our
future.” .

“These are going to be the
people running our country,”
said Taylor, executive director
of the Southwest YMCA in
Jackson. .

Along with some 50 metro-
area youth service providers,
“Taylor took part in an all-day
forum Tuesday at Jackson’s Bri-
arwood Presbyterian Church to
discuss strategies to help chil-
dren grow up to be prouuctwe
adults.

The forum presented find-
ings from the study, Hardwired

fo Connect: The New Scientific-

Case for Authoritative Commu-
nities, sponsored by Darmouth
Medical School, the YMCA of
the USA and the Institute for
American Values. Thereport
documentsa “crisis of Ameri- -
can childhood” brought on by
the breakdown of families and
community networks.

“A lot of people don’t recog-
nize how big the problem is,”
said Dr. Kathleen Kovaer
Kline, the study’s principal
investigator. “They don’t know
how much community connect-

_ edness has deteriorated.”

Integrating sociological evi-
dence with the science of infant
attachment and adolescent
brain development, the report
argues children are “hard-
wired” to seek close connec-
tions to other people for moral
and spiritual development.

The Commission on Chil-
dren at Risk— made up of a
panel of 33 leading children’s
doctors, neuroscientists,
research scholars and youth
service professionals — pre-
pared the study.

“It really elegantly looks at
the relationship between
nature and nurture,” Kline
said, explaining the report con-
sidered how children’s behavior
igaffected both by their bio-
chemistry and environment,

To promote positive youth
development, the Commission
proposes that family and social
institutions surround children

“with a richly nurturing envi-
ronment from birth through
adolescence” to promote
healthy physical, emotional,
moral and spiritual develop- _

‘ment.

Called “authoritative com-
munities,” Kline sa:_d such insti-

tutions include schools, youth

~ organizations, child care cen- -

ters and rehglous congrega-
tions.

“T¢’s the scaffolding,” she
said. “It’s a thick network of
adults children can grow up and
coimt on to give them similar,

complementary messages .
about what xt meanstobea
good person.”

Institute of American Values
founder and president David
Blankenhorn — a Jackson
native — said the study is one
of the first that uses scientific
and social science data to
underscore the importance of
moral and spiritual develop-
ment. .

“It's based on scientific evi-
dence but not on a particular
religious point of view,”
Blankenhorn said. “It says
we’re morally and spiritually
thirsty beings.” c

Based in New York City, the
Institute of American Values is
anonpartisan think tank focus-
complementary messages
about what xt meanstobea
good person.”

Instititte of American Values

i

ur

dhood

ing bn children, families and soci-
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kenhorn, who grew up
attendmg Jackson 's Fondren Pres-
byterian Church, said the study
resp{?g the range of religious and
spiritual traditions in America’s

pluralistic landscape.
4ther than advocating part:c-

ith beliefs, Blankenhorn
. sts society pay more atten-

o the “spiritual and moral .
lLlopment ofchildren,”
esday’s forum was one of a
series of similar events to be held
1 ughout the country over the

a said Kahe Femer, of the
of the USA.

e Jackson gathering was the
first step toward helping strength-
en metro-area’s “authoritative

" of YMCA Metropolitan Jackson.

e purpose isto bring atten- -
the needtobe connected to

our commumty ifwe're
to take care, of our children

tion :

the same page is going o
said Taylor of the Southwest
which runs a child care
for 275 children, 80 per-
whom come from low
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